,       THE THREAT OF INVASION BY SEA

A Mid-September Mystery  -

In mid-September something happened which is
still a mystery. There were persistent rumours then
that an invasion was attempted and was foiled by
our naval forces. That was probably untrue, but it
is fairly certain that some kind of disaster did over-
take the cinvasion fleet3 about that time. It is known
that a large number of German soldiers had to be
treated in hospital for burns, the result, it was re-
ported, of a heavy raid by the Royal Air Force at
that time. The raid caught the troops just when they
were engaged in a 'dress rehearsal9 for embarka-
tion; the boats in which they were carried were sunk
and when they took to the water the oil, set alight by
the incendiary bombs, burned them severely before
they could be rescued. For days after this incident
bodies of dead soldiers were being washed up on the
French, Belgian and Dutch coasts. A bad storm
contributed to the German losses of boats and men
at about the same date.

It is assuredly not a coincidence that the Italian
advance into Egypt began at the end of the first
week in September and reached Sidi Barrani just
after the middle of the month. It would have been
continued, one may surmise, to Mersah Matruh and
beyond that to the Delta if the German invasion had
been launched and had succeeded. Resistance in the
Middle East might then have collapsed. Mussolini
was, in fact, acting again as Hitler's jackaL What
spoilt the plan was the great triumph of the Royal
Air Force on September 15.
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